
002o-7683(95)OO145-X

@) Pergamon

Int. J. Solids Structures Vol. 33, No. 14, pp. ;'055-2074, 1996
Copyright © 1996 Published by Elsevier Science Ltd

Printed in Great Britain. All rights reserved
0020-7683/96 $15.00 + .00

A SIMPLIFIED ANALYSIS OF RECTANGULAR
CELLULAR PLATES

HIDEO TAKABATAKE
Department of Architecture, Kanazawa Institute of Technology, Ohogigaoka 7-1,

Nonoichi-machi, Ishikawa-gun, Ishikawa, 921 Japan

NOBUFUSA YANAGISAWA
Structural Engineering Section, Research Institute, Nihon-Kokudo-Kaihatsu Corporation,

Kanagawa, 243-03, Japan

and

TAKASHI KAWANO
Structural Engineering Section, Department of Building Design, Takenaka Corporation,

Osaka, 541,Japan

(Received 14 November 1994; in revised/arm 21 June 1995)

Abstract-This paper presents a general analytical method for rectangular cellular plates with
arbitrarily-positioned large voids, in which the bending and the transverse shear deformations along
with the frame deformation are considered. The frame deformation is defined as the flexural
deformation of frame composed of the top and bottom platelets and of partitions in the cellular
plate. The discontinuous variation of the bending and transverse shear stiffnesses due to the voids
is expressed continuously by the use of a specific function, defined to exist continuously in a
prescribed region. The bending stiffness is given by the actual bending stiffness at each point. The
transverse shear stiffness per void is given by an equivalent transverse shear stiffness, which is
calculated from the stiffness of a frame and partitions, like shear walls surrounding each void, and
depends on the shape ofeach void. The governing equations are formulated by means of Hamilton's
principle. Neglecting the effect of voids, the proposed governing equations reduce to the Mindlin
theory. Static and dynamic solutions are obtained by the Galerkin method. The approximate
solution for dynamic plates is proposed. The numerical results obtained from the proposed theory
for simply-supported and clamped cellular plates show good agreement with results obtained from
the finite element method, The theory proposed here includes the Mindlin and Reissner theories,
and Takabatake's theory [Takabatake, H. (1991). Static analyses of elastic plates with voids. Int. J.
Solids Structures 28, 179-196] based on the Kirchhoff-Love hypothesis.

I. INTRODUCTION

Recently, cellular plates have been used as building slabs. The deformation is characterized
by the frame deformation, as shown in Fig. I. This is the flexural deformation of a frame,
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composed of top and bottom platelets and of partitions surrounding a void. Most methods
for the analysis of cellular plates are based on an equivalent plate analogy. A number of
authors have proposed rigidity coefficients, for example, Crisfield and Twemlow (1971),
Cope et al. (1973), Holmberg (1960), Sawko and Cope (1969), and Elliott (1978). However,
the above equivalent approaches cannot apply to a plate with irregularly-spaced voids
and/or with voids of different cross-sections, because the stiffness depends on the size and
position of voids used.

On the other hand, although the finite element method is effective for a cellular
plate, it needs a computer of great capacity and is both costly and time-consuming for
computation. So, in the preliminary stage of design, the use of the finite element method is
not practical. Takabatake (1991a, 1991b) presented a general and simplified analytical
method for static and dynamic analysis of plates with arbitrarily-positioned voids. The
discontinuous variation of stiffness of such a plate was expressed as a continuous function
by means of a specific function based on Dirac function. Since this theory is based on the
validity of the Kirchhoff-Love hypothesis, it cannot apply to a cellular plate, because the
deformation is dominated by the frame deformation.

Reissner (1945) and Mindlin (1951) presented theories including the transverse shear
deformation for a rectangular solid plate, in which the bending rigidity and transverse
shear stiffness are constant. However, since a cellular plate with arbitrarily-positioned and
arbitrarily-opening voids is dominated by the frame deformation. the bending and trans
verse shear stiffnesses vary discontinuously. So, it is desired, for practical usc, to formulate
a general and simplified analytical method for such a cellular plate.

The purpose of this paper is to propose a general and simplified method for a rec
tangular cellular plate with arbitrarily-positioned voids, in which bending and the transverse
shear deformation, along with the frame deformation, are considered. The discontinuous
variation of the bending and transverse shear stiffnesses is treated as a continuous function
by means ofa specific function proposed by Takabatake (1988, 1991a, 199Ib). This treat
ment is independent of the previous equivalent plate analogy for rectangular plates.

First, the general governing equations for a rectangular cellular plate with the trans
verse shear deformation along with the frame deformation are proposed by using Ham
ilton's principle. Second, the static solutions are presented by the use of the Galerkin
method. Third, the natural frequencies are presented by means of the Galerkin method;
and an approximate expression for the natural frequency is proposed. Fourth, the forced
vibrations are presented by the use of the linear acceleration method. For practical use, the
approximate solutions are proposed for general external loads. The exactness of the theory
and approximate solutions proposed here are established from numerical results by com
paring the results obtained from the proposed theory for simply-supported and clamped
cellular plates with the results obtained from FEM code NASTRAN.

2. GOVERNING EQUATIONS OF A CELLULAR PLATE WITH TRANSVERSE SHEAR
DEFORMATIONS ALONG WITH FRAME DEFORMATIOl"

Consider a rectangular cellular plate with arbitrarily-positioned voids. A Cartesian
coordinate system x, y, z is employed. Assume that each void is a rectangular parallelepiped
whose ridgelines are parallel to the x- or y-axis and which is symmetrically positioned with
respect to the middle plane of the cellular plate, as shown in Fig. 2. The midpoint, widths,
and height of the i, jth void are indicated by (x h Y,), b'i,i' bli,i' and hlj' respectively. The size
and position of each void are arbitrary except for the mentioned assumption.

This paper considers the bending of an isotropic cellular plate subject to small defor
mations, including the transverse shear deformation along with the frame deformation.
The deformation of cellular plates is assumed to be adequately defined by describing the
geometry of its middle surface, which is a surface that bisects the plate thickness, ho, at
each point. Then, neglecting the effect of shear-lag and considering the in-plane mean
transverse deformation, the displacement components, O. J7, and Won a general point of
the cellular plate are given as
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(1)

(2)

(3)

in which w(x, y, t) = the lateral displacement on the middle surface; and 8x and Or = the
rotational angles about y- and x-axes, respectively; and z = the distance measured from
the middle surface of the plate. These displacement and rotational angles are considered
positive when they point toward the positive direction of the z-coordinate axis and clockwise
with respect to the y- and x-coordinate axes, respectively.

The strain energy U for the current problem is given by

U = ~ff[Mx8x,x +M,{)y,y +Mxy({)x,r + ()LX) +QxC w,x +OJ +Qy(W,y +Oy)] dx dy (4)

in which My, My, and M xy = the bending and twisting moments per unit width, respectively;
Qx and Qy = the transverse shear forces per unit width, The bending and twisting moments
are given by

M, = Do d(x,y)({)v,v + v{)"J

I-v
M xy = -2-Do d(x,Y)({)"y+O,.x)

(5)

(6)

(7)

in which Do = Eh6/[12(l-v2)], Here E = Young's modulus; v = Poisson's ratio, On the
other hand, the stiffness coefficient, d(x,y), is defined as

in which lli,j is defined as

d(x,y) = l-lli,jD(x-x,)D(y-y;) (8)
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a.. = (h j,j)3
I,J h

o
(9)

and D(x-x;) and D(y-y) are the specific functions proposed by Takabatake (199Ia).
The function D(x - Xi) is defined as a function where the Dirac function J(x -~) exists
continuously in the X direction through the i,jth void, namely the region from x j - bxjj2 to
Xi+bXi)2, in which ~ can take values from x;-bx;)2 to x i+bxi)2. Similarly, the function
D(y - y) is defined as a function where the Dirac function J(y -I]) exists continuously in
they direction through the i,jth void, in which I] can take values from Yr byi)2 to h+bYij2.
The use of the specific functions used here makes current formulation and calculation
simple.

Meanwhile, the transverse shear forces can be written as

(10)

(ll)

The factors, K x and K y , have been included to account for the nonuniformity of the shear
strains over the cross section. The transverse shear stiffnesses, KxGPo and KyGyho, are
determined from both the frame deformation and the transverse shear deformation of the
plate elements, as shown in the following section. Hence, (4) becomes

Next, the variation of the potential of external lateral loads is

JV = - f fp(X,y, t)Jwdxdy+ f f cwJwdxdy-J[m~Jex+m~y Jeyl~ dy

-L[m:c5ey+m~x<5ex]~dx- Ie [q~<5w]~dy- i [q;<5w]~dx (13)

in which p = lateral load; q~, m~, and m:y = external transverse force, external moment,
and external twisting moment, respectively, prescribed on the mechanical boundary edges
at x = 0 and x = Ix; q:, m;, and mix are external transverse forces, external moment, and
external twisting moment, respectively, prescribed on the mechanical boundary edges at
y = 0 and y = lyo

The kinetic energy T may be written as

(14)

in which the dot indicates differentiation with respect to time; and the notations, ah, mo,
and [p, are defined as

hi j
ah = 1- h~ D(x-x;)D(y-y,) (15)

(16)
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(17)

in which p = the mass density of the plate.
Substituting (12)-(14) into the Hamilton's principle, the differential equation of motion

can be obtained as

(19)

together with the associated boundary conditions

(21)

(22)

at x = 0 and I,; and

w = w*

ex = e: or

(23)

(24)

(25)

(26)

at y= 0 and lp in which w*, e:, and e: = displacement components prescribed on the
geometrical boundary.

For solid plates without voids, IXh and d become 1; and the governing equations
proposed here reduce to Washizu (1982) and Mindlin's equations (1951) with the transverse
shear deformation excluding the frame deformation. Furthermore, neglecting the transverse
shear deformation, the governing equations proposed here reduce to the general equations
proposed by Takabatake (199Ia) for a rectangular plate with relative small voids excluding
the transverse shear deformation.

3. TRANSVERSE SHEAR STIFFNESS OF CELLULAR PLATES

The bending and transverse shear stiffnesses of cellular plates decrease due to voids.
The former reduction is already considered by the stiffness coefficient d given in (8). On the
other hand, the latter reduction is determined from the frame deformation and the transverse
shear deformation of the top and bottom platelets and of partitions surrounding a void.
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Fig. 3. Cross-section of cellular plates.

Consider the transverse shear stiffness of a cellular plate. as shown in Fig. 3. Assuming
that the influence points of top and bottom platelets and of partitions surrounding a void
are situated on the midspan of each member, the transverse shear stiffness, KxGxho, per unit
width in x direction of the cellular plate is obtained easily from eqn (72) in Takabatake et
al. (l993a, 1993b) by

(27)

This equation is also obtained by adding the shear deformation of members, such as
platelets and partition, to the equation given by Smith et al. (1984). In (27) the first term
of denominator in the right side indicates the frame deformation; the second and third
terms indicate the shear deformations of only the top and bottom platelets and of partitions
in current voided plate, respectively. The notations, lei' 1("2' and Ib, are defined as

I = =~[(~~-hi,j)3 (ho~)3J
,I I c2 24 2 + 2 (28a)

(28b)

KO has been included to account for the nonuniformity of the shear strains over the members.
If the void is surrounded by partitions like shear wall, as shown in Fig. 4, the transverse

shear stiffnesses for cellular plates must be added the transverse shear stiffness of paralleled
partitions (like shear-walls) to the transverse shear stiffness, (KxG,h o)*, given by (27). Hence

(29)

When a void passes through in the x direction, as shown in Fig. 5, the transverse shear
stiffness in the x direction of the cellular plate is based on only the shear stiffness of the
paralleled partitions as the shear walls and is written as
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(30)

Similarly, the transverse shear stiffness, KrGrh o, may be written by replacing bxo , b~i.j,

and hi!'} with bra' b,o, h;i./, in the mentioned expressions of K,Gxh o and b~,.j' respectively.
Thus, the transverse shear stiffness of cellular plates has been presented. It must be noticed
that the method proposed here replaces the transverse shear stiffness of the cellular plate in
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a field of the width b:i,j or b~i.j prescribed by the i, ith void with an equivalent transverse
shear stiffness. The equivalent transverse shear stiffnesses per the i, jth void are expressed
as

(31)

(32)

in which the coefficients, IXGx and IXG)" are defined as

(33)

KvGyho _ _
IXGyi,j = -Gh D(x-x;)D(y-y,)

Ko 0 0

(34)

in which Xi and Yi indicate the fields (from Xi - b:i- 1.)2 to Xi +b:ij2 and from
Yj-b:',j_l/2 to yJ +b:'j2, respectively) prescribed by the i,jth void. For solid plates or a
portion without voids, IXGx and IXGy become 1.

4. STRESS RESULTANTS AND STRESS COUPLES OF PLATELETS AND PARTITION

Once the transverse shear forces Qx and Qv are obtained, the stress resultants and
stress couples of the frame and partition parallel to the X direction, as shown in Fig. 6,
given as follows: the transverse shear forces Qxtrame and QxpartillOn of the frame and partition
located parallel to the X direction are

i, j th void

JrtJ[ =

i, j th frame part

+

pallalleled partition part

I

I
I
I

Qxpartition J
I

i, j th frame part

~x

partition

bottom platelet

Mxbonom

/top platelet

Nxtop

Nxbottom

axtop

~-'~-1-.-----+--+
axframe

0 __ - --"l'-c:~~

Fig. 6. Stress resultants and stress couples of top and bottom platelets,
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(35)

(36)

in which the frame is composed of the top and bottom platelets and of partition per void
and excludes the partition parallel like shear wall to the direction. The transverse shear
force Qx is divided by the transverse shear forces Qx/Op and Qxbottom of the top and bottom
platelets in proportion to the thickness as

h/Op
Qxtop = Qxjrame h + h

top bottom

Q Q
hbottom

xbottom = xframe h + h
top hallom

(37)

(38)

in which h top and hbottom = the slab's thickness of the top and bottom platelets, respectively.
Hence, the flexural moments M XtDP and MxbollOm of the top and bottom platelets at both ends
of the i,jth void are given by

b<i./
M xtop = Q"op 2

b<l.}
Mxbutlom = QXbo/lom 2 .

(39)

(40)

Lastly, the axial forces N XloP ( = N<bottom) of the top and bottom platelets, due to the flexural
moments, are calculated by

N = M x + M xlop +Mxbottom
xtop h*

(41)

in which h* = distance between middle surfaces of top and bottom platelets. Similar
expressions for y direction may be obtained.

5. STATIC ANALYSIS

Consider the static solutions by means of the Galerkin method. The deflections, w,
and rotational angles, Bx and BY' can be expressed by a series expansion as follows:

W(X, y) = L L wmnfmn(x, y)
m=l n=l

BxCx,y) = L L Bxmn9xmn(X,y)
m= 1 n= I

By(X,y) = L L Bymn9ymn(X,y)
m=1 n=l

(42)

(43)

(44)

in which Wmm Bx, and By = unknown displacement coefficients; and fmm 9xmm and 9ymn =
shape functions satisfying the specified boundary conditions.

The Galerkin equations for the static problem can be written as
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bwmn : L L w",,,A 1mnm,,+ L L e.""iiACmnrill'+ L L eym"A3mmnii = Pmn (45)
'-i!= I n= 1 111= I fj= 1 m= 1 n= I

be,mn: L L wml, B 111111m" + I I O'ri'" B2mmn" + L L 0vm" B3mnmii = 0 (46)
t11=1 fi=l m=! n=] iiI = 1 fi=l

beymn : L L WmiiC1mnmii + L I fJ"niiCcmllmfl+ L L Oyrilll C 3mmnn = 0 (47)
m= 1 n= 1 m= 1 fi= 1 m= 1 fl= I

in which the coefficients A 1n1llm", ... ,C3mnmfl are given in Appendix 1. The unknown dis
placement coefficients are obtained from solving a set of algebraic linear equations given
by (45)-(47).

6. NUMERICAL RESULTS FOR STATIC CALCULATION

Static analysis for a rectangular cellular plate has been presented by means of the
Galerkin method. Then, to examine the proposed method, numerical calculations are
performed for two types of simply-supported and clamped cellular plates, as shown in
Table 1. Data used are as follows: the Young's modulus E= 2.059 x 1010 Pa; Poisson's
ratio v = 0.17; slab's height ho = 1m; span lengths I, = Iv = 30 m; void's height hiJ = 0.8
m. For simplicity, the lateral load is assumed to be uniformly distributed load
p = 9.807 X 106 Pa; mass density p = 244.9 kg/m3

.

The shape functions used are

. mnx . nny
/'11" (x, y) = sIn -/~- SIll -/-

\' l'

(48)

mnx nnv
g,mn(x,y) = cos'-/-sini

"'( I'

(49)

mnx nnv
gvm,,(x,y) = sin--/-cosi

\ \

(50)

for the simply-supported plates and

(51)

(52)

Table I. Lists of isotropic rectangular cellular plates

Type Plane Section h· . bxi,j b yi•jI.)

P1 T
"II· bxi,j 0.8 2.3 30.00-

?: fdOODDDDDDOOOI
P2 1 l-i x =30m-1 0.8 2.4 30.0

P3 .-
..\ j.- b xi.j 0.8 2.3 2.3

0-
'<

lOOOODDOODDOOI-.....
P4 1-1 x =30m-1 0.8 2.4 2.4

unit m
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(53)

for the clamped plate, in which oX and yare defined as oX = 2xll, and y = 2yjl.., respectively.
Figures 7 and 8 show the deflections, w, and bending moments, M x and My, for the

simply-supported and clamped plates. In these figures the solid lines indicate the numerical
results obtained from the proposed theory; the circles indicate the numerical results
obtained by using FEM code NASTRAN; the broken lines indicate the numerical results
obtained from Takabatake's theory (199Ia) excluding the transverse shear deformation.
The results obtained from the theory proposed here show relatively good agreement with
the results obtained from the finite element method. The finite element method used here
is based on isotropic and rectangular plate elements proposed on the top and bottom
platelets and partitions of the voids, as shown in Fig. 9. The result obtained from the plate
element used here in FEM are confirmed to show excellent agreement with the result using
solid element to current plates.

Figure 10 shows the transverse shear forces, flexural moments, and axial forces of top
and bottom platelets at adjacent midspan for clamped cellular plate P2. Figure 11 indicates
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Fig. 8. wand M,. for a clamped cellular plate.
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Fig. 9. Mesh ofFEM.
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Fig. 10. Transverse shear forces, flexural moments, and axial forces of top and bottom platelets for
clamped P2.

the flexural moment of partition and the axial forces of top and bottom platelets for the
same cellular plate. It is clarified from these figures that the simplified theory proposed here
also shows agreement with the results using the finite element method. For the other plates
a similar good agreement is obtained.

The convergence of series expansion is very rapid for uniform loads. So, the con
sideration of 16 terms gives an accuracy sufficient for all practical purposes.

7. FREE TRANSVERSE VIBRATIONS OF CELLULAR PLATES

Consider free transverse vibrations of a cellular plate. The method of separation of
variables is employed, assuming that

W(X,y, t) = It'(x,y)e'UJI(t) (54)

(55)
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8y(x,y, t) = B,(x,y)e"V'(t) (56)

in which 11', Bx and By = functions of x and y. Hence, free transverse vibrations obtained
from (18)-(20) become

(57)

[)8x : _w2 IpBx+ KxG,ho(w,x +BJ - [Dod(Bx,x + vBy,y)].x

I-v _ _
- -2- [Do d(8x ,y +8y,Jly = 0 (58)

I-v _ _
- -2- [Do d(8x.y+8v.x )lx = 0 (59)

in which w = a constant.
The natural frequencies are presented by means of the Galerkin method. 11', ax, and ay

are expressed as

w(x,y) = wm,Jmr.(x,y) (60)

aAx,y) = 8xmngxmn(x,y) (61)

B,.{x,y) = 8ymngymn(x,y) (62)

in which Wmm 8xmm and 8ymn = unknown displacement coefficients; and Imm gxmm and
gymn = shape functions satisfying the specified boundary conditions. Hence, the Galerkin
equations of (57)-(59) become
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in which Flmnmn, F2mnmn and F3mnmn are defined as

Flmnmn = r" r"fmnfmndXdY-LL r'x /" (~,j)D(X-Xi)D(Y-Yj)fmflfmndXdY (66)Jo Jo 1~1 J~I Jo Jo 0

ph~ [if, f'" f" f" ]F2mnmn = 12 gxmngxmndxdY-LL iX"jD(x-xJD(y-y;)gxmngxmndxdy
o 0 l~ I J= I 0 0

(67)

ph~ [f" f'Y i" i" ]F3mnmfl = 12 gymngymn dxdY-L,L,iXI,jD(x-x';)D(y- Yj)gymflgymn dxdy .
o 0 ,~1 I~ I 0 0

(68)

The natural frequencies W mn are obtained by solving (63)-(65) as eigenvalue problems for
a prescribed value of m = m and n = n.

Then, for practical uses, approximate expressions for the natural frequencies are
considered. Expressing (}xmn and (}ymn in terms of W mn and w2 from (63)-(65) and neglecting
the terms of (W2)2 and (W2)3 in a cubic equation with respect to ai, the m, nth natural
frequency W mn is obtained as

in which Kmn and Fmn are defined as

J€mn
Wmn~ F

mn
(69)

8. NUMERICAL RESULTS FOR NATURAL FREQUENCIES

The natural frequencies for a rectangular cellular plate have been presented in an
approximate form by means of the Galerkin method. Then, to examine the proposed
method, numerical computations are performed for the previous rectangular cellular plates,
as shown in Table 1. The shape function is made up of the well-known natural functions
of beams, for instance as given in Szilard (1974). The current shape functions used are
(48)-(50) for simply-supported plates and the following natural function ofclamped beams
for clamped plate:
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Table 2. Natural frequencies of simply supported and clamped cellular plates PI

Simply-supported Clamped
--~~--_._-_._--

(rad/sec) m= I m = 2 m = 3 m= I m = 2 m=3
..---_._-_.. -_._------------

RIGOROUS 18.66 29.42 41.34 32.80 41.14 51.34
n=1 APPROXIMATE 18.64 29.39 41.29 32.76 41.10 51.29

FEM 18.49 28.95 40.92 33.01 40.04 49.63

RIGOROUS 53.42 60.40 73.39 79.66 86.20 95.96
n=2 APPROXIMATE 53.16 61.19 73.42 79.23 85.87 95.64

FEM 55.69 63.24 74.52 79.39 84.59 92.90

RIGOROUS 111.00 112.70 124.22 145.37 149.64 157.81
n=3 APPROXIMATE 109.58 114.16 124.J7 143.40 148.17 156.51

FEM 110.72 113.35 126.77 138.80 142.67 158.90

In which m = mode number in x-direction, n = mode number in y-direction.

(72)

in which )'m and An = well-known constants.
Table 2 shows the natural frequencies for Type PI. It shows that the differences

between the results obtained using (63)-(65) and the approximate results obtained using
(69) are negligible in practical use. The results obtained from the proposed theory show
good agreement with results obtained from FEM. For the other plates a similar agreement
is obtained.

9. FORCED VIBRATIONS OF CELLULAR PLATES

Consider forced vibrations of the current rectangular cellular plate. The general solu
tions of (18)-(20) are assumed to be of the form

W(X,y, t) = I I j~n(X,Y)Wmn(t)
m= 1 n=1

OxCx,Y, t) = I I gxmn(x,y)8xmn(t)
m= I n= I

Ol(X,y, t) = I I gymn(x,y)8,mn(t)
m= I n=1

in which Wmm Oxmn and Ovmn = unknown functions of time t.
Then, (18)-(20) may be rewritten as

bWmn : I I(WmflmoFlmm"fl+2hmflW,flflmOWmflFlmnfllfl
!fl=1 n= I

(73)

(74)

(75)

- H'rl'l11 A I nmnlfi - e.n-nn A 2mmflfi. - er1Flfi A 3mnmn) - Pnm = 0 (76)

bO.mm : I I (8xmflF2mnmfl +WfflflBlmnm" + 0xm" B 2mnm"+ ()vmfl B 3mm'lf') = 0 (77)
ril= 1 n= 1 -

bO)"mn: I I (e"",,,F3mnmfl +Wmfl Clmnmfl+OxmflC2mnfflfl +O'fflii C 3mnm,,) = 0 (78)
m= 1 n=l
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in which hmn = damping constant of the cellular plate. The dynamic response is obtained
by solving (76)-(78). The coefficients in these equations have non-diagonal terms m ¥- m
and/or n ¥- ii due to the effect of the voids. Therefore, the solution will be based on either
numerical computation, such as the Wilson-8 method, or the approximate solution in
following section.

10. APPROXIMATE SOLUTIONS FOR FORCED VIBRATIONS

For practical use, consider an approximate solution in the closed-form. Assuming that
the behavior of a cellular plate is now dominated by only the diagonal terms in the
coefficients, (76)-(78) become of uncoupled form with respect to m and m, and, n and ii,

respectively. Furthermore, neglecting the rotatory inertia's terms in the uncoupled equa
tions, we have the following differential equation in term of only W mn :

(79)

in which

A:'nb = ----
mn - mOFlmnmn

in which

I
A:'n = A Imnmn - A [A 2mnmn (C3mnmn Blmnmn - B3mllmn Clmnmn)

mn

(80)

(81 )

(82)

where

The general solution of (79) is

in which C 1 and C2 = constants; and aOmn are defined as

(84)

(85)

(86)

Thus the dynamic deflections of a rectangular cellular plate are determined by substituting
(85) into (73).

II. NUMERICAL RESULTS FOR DYNAMIC RESPONSES

To examine the closed-form approximate solution proposed here, numerical com
putations are carried out for the previous cellular plates, as shown in Table I. The damping
constants hmn are 0.03 for all modes. The following two types of external lateral loads
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Fig. 12. Test loads for floors.

without the additional mass are assumed: a harmonic and uniformly-distributed force
p = p* sin wpt, in which p* = 9.807 X 106 Pa and w p = 62,83 rad/sec (l0 cps), and test loads
checking the disturbing effect of the vibration of floors caused by people walking and other
every usage, as shown in Fig, 12. The test loads consists offour types of walking, tripping,
bending and stretching, and heel. They act as a concentrated load at the midspan. The
current natural functions used are the same ones as used in the free vibrations.

Figure 13 shows the dynamic deflections at the midpoint of simply supported cellular
plates of Type PI subjected to the harmonic load. In this figure, the solid lines indicate
values obtained from the numerical computations using the linear acceleration method;
the broken lines indicate values obtained from the approximate solution; and the solid
lines with circles indicate values obtained from FEM. The difference between solid lines
and broken lines is too small to plot. Table 3 shows the maximum dynamic deflections at
the midspan of the cellular plates subjected to the harmonic load. Figure 14 shows the
dynamic deflections at the midpoint of clamped cellular plates of P4, subjected to the test
loads. The numerical results show that the approximate solution proposed here is applicable
to the dynamic analyses of cellular plates, in practical use.

For these numerical models the calculations using the present theory are remarkably
fast as compared to those using FEM. For example CPU time of P4 for the harmonic load
using the present theory with Work Station HP 715/50 is about 40 seconds; and the input
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Fig. 13. Dynamic deflections of a simply-supported plate PI subjected to uniform load.

Table 3. Maximum dynamic deflection of cellular plates

Maximum dynamic deflection

Type Analytical method Simply supported Clamped

Wilson-O Method 0.02723 m 0.01875 m
PI Approximate Solution 0.02715 m 0.02223 m

FEM 0.02624 m 0.01874 m
Wilson-O Method 0.03964 m 0.02608 m

P2 Approximate Solution 0.03971 m 0.02923 m
FEM 0.02455 m
Wilson-O Method 0.02247 m 0.02279 m

P3 Approximate Solution 0.02291 m 0.02281 m
FEM 0.02111 m 0.02156 m
Wilson-O Method 0.02730 m 0.02731 m

P4 Approximate Solution 0.02733 m 0.02905 m
FEM 0.02638 m

data are very simple. Since the series in the theory proposed here converges very rapidly,
the consideration of nine terms gives an accuracy sufficient for all practical purpose.

12. CONCLUSIONS

The general and simplified analysis methods for an isotropic rectangular cellular plate
with arbitrarily-disposed voids have been proposed by considering the transverse shear
deformation along with frame deformation. It is clarified from numerical computations
that the simplified theory proposed here is usable in the preliminary stage of designs of
such a cellular plate.

Acknowledgments-The authors would like to express their appreciation to T. Ishihara of Nihon-Kokudo
Kaihatsu Corporation and A. Tamatsukuri of Chizaki Corporation for their help in the computations.
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APPENDIX I. COEFFICIENTS AND LOAD TERMS

The coefficients are defined as

r', rl
, [ I-v

Blmm"" = Do Jo Jo -v(dgw""y).y- -2-(d9Yflon.x).y]gxmndXdy

r" r' [ I-V}e'mn"'. = Do Jo Jo ~ v(dg,,,,",,).y - -2-(dgx",•. rl.x ymn dxdy

and the terms of external loads are

Pmn = I I plmn dx dy

They may be calculated easily by the method shown in Appendix 2.

(AI)

(A2)

(A3)

(A4)

(AS)

(A6)

(A7)

(A8)

(A9)

(AlO)

APPENDIX 2. CALCULATION INCLUDING A SPECIFIC FUNCTION D(x-xj)

The integral calculation including the specific function D(x-x j ) can be written, from Takabatake (l99Ia),
as

i
l fX+(h ,2)
'D(x-x,)f(x)dx= " I(~)d~

o x,--(I:>"./2)

(All)

in which ~ is a supplementary variable of x. The nth derivatives of the specific functions can therefore be expressed
as

i' fX +(h ;2)
'D(n)(x~x,)f(x)dx= ' '" (-I)nr)(~)d~

() x,-{n"",2)

(AI2)

in which the superscripts enclosed within parentheses indicate the differential order. For calculations including
the specific function D(y- y;) similar expressions may be obtained.

When the conditions b,j.J« I, and b""j« I, are satisfied, the specific functions D(x-xj) and D(y- y) are
approximately related to the Dirac functions, b(x~x,) and b(y-y,), by:

D(x~x,) ."" b,j.,b(x~x,)

D(y-y) "" b,j.,b(y-y). (A13)


